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The Gospel that I just read is only one verse; John 13 verse 34. The first line is “When Judas left them, 

Jesus said, ‘now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him’”. Is Jesus saying, okay now that 

Judas the betrayer is gone, I can start my Passion. I don’t think so!  

This is a quote from a commentary that describes the importance of this moment. “Judas’ departure has set 

in motion the events of the passion” end of quote. 

When Judas walked away from Jesus did, he realize who he was walking away from. Did he realize he just 

betrayed the Son of God? Even when he realized that he had betrayed an innocent man and tried to return 

the blood money he received he knew he had done wrong but if he only realized that Jesus would have 

forgiven him, he may not have taken his own life. 

Chapter thirteen in John’s Gospel is significant because all that Jesus has done up to this point has been to 

prepare us for the coming of the kingdom of God. He’s about to reveal his glory in his death and 

resurrection. The unbelievers would say that if Jesus is truly the Son of God, then why didn’t he come to 

us in his Glory and destroy evil and make this world a better place. 

Would that have changed the heart of mankind. The whole purpose of his coming was to change the hearts 

of man from sin to the reward of eternal life. To transform us from earthly desires to what God has created 

us to be. We were all created in God’s image and likeness and so we all have the potential to fulfill God’s 

plan for us. In the fall of Adam and Eve, God did not leave us entirely on our own. Despite our free will, 

despite our bad choices he left a desire in our hearts to seek out his goodness and the potential to return to 

the light of his glory. 

There’s a couple of verses in psalm 42 verses 7 and 8 that says, 

My soul is downcast within me; 

therefore I remember you 
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From the land of the Jordan* and Hermon, 

from Mount Mizar,g* 

Deep calls to deep 

in the roar of your torrents, 

and all your waves and breakers 

sweep over me.h 

 

The “deep that calls on deep” is the voice of God that constantly speaks to our soul. In the depth of our 

being we are aware of God’s presence. We know instinctively that there is a creator who’s only desire is 

for us to give him praise for the gift of our lives. Before his Passion, Jesus was like us in everything but sin 

and so he was the perfect role model for us. Showing us the narrow path to heaven. Through his passion he 

put aside his humanity and returned to the perfection of his glory. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states in paragraph 2809 and I quote; 

2809 The holiness of God is the inaccessible center of his eternal mystery. What is revealed of it in creation 

and history, Scripture calls "glory," the radiance of his majesty. In making man in his image and likeness, 

God "crowned him with glory and honor," but by sinning, man fell "short of the glory of God." From that 

time on, God was to manifest his holiness by revealing and giving his name, in order to restore man to the 

image of his Creator. End of quote. 

It can be difficult with all the distractions of this life to maintain your focus on God. To see God’s glory in 

the day-to-day routines that are necessary to sustain us. It doesn’t help that society has removed God from 

our lives. In these trying times it may be difficult to be a Catholic. It seems that there are more attacks on 

our faith these days, but in reality Christians have always been persecuted though not always so close to 

home. 
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Mass is so important for us to keep in touch with God. If you’ve ever heard some say that I don’t get 

anything from going to church but I’m spiritual and not religious. Then they are not paying attention.  

Think of how we give glory to God in the Mass. If we really pay attention to all the different aspects of the 

Mass and focus on their importance then how can we possibly think there is nothing for us here. 

We start by saying Lord have mercy Christ have mercy Lord have mercy. We ask God to forgive us of our 

sinfulness. That alone should lighten our hearts. We listen to scripture and then if the homily is good, we 

are blessed with a new understanding of the word.  

There should be no doubt of the blessings bestowed on us in the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Jesus comes to 

us in his true presence, his body and blood, soul and divinity. We give glory to God for the gift us his Son 

and we receive Jesus into our mortal bodies as we become living tabernacles of our Lord.  

At the end of the Mass we are sent forth to share the light of Christ to all our brothers and sisters. 

There is no glory given to God when we give in to anger and hate and violence. These are the tools of the 

devil. These are instruments that lead us to sin. The devil took hold of Judas’ heart and even though we 

may pity him it’s more important that we learn from his mistake. 

Judas was a betrayer. Sin causes us to betray God. In sin we are like Judas but Jesus’ allows for us to 

reconcile with God by forgiving our sins. 

Denying Jesus is denying God. Jesus is the gift that never fails to allow us to share in God’s glory. Jesus 

promised us that he would return to us in his glory. He will shine brightly as he did at the transfiguration. 

His Passion was the will of the Father but it was also God’s gift to us and that it why we pray, “Glory be to 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!” 

 


